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flows between these two areas, so that its position as a transit zone is
of slight importance. It does, however, separate the Teutonic and Slavic
peoples, and has therefore been a zone of conflict throughout its history.
Culturally it has drawn its greatest contributions from the west, especi-
ally from Sweden. Economically, however, it belongs to the east, due
to the dominance of agriculture and the extractive industries.

The Arctic Ocean, the Baltic Sea and the Gulfs of Bothnia and
Finland form its only natural boundaries, and even these have been
imperfect as far as the separation of peoples is concerned. The Swedes
used the Gulf of Bothnia and the Baltic as avenues of expansion, and
established many settlements along the Finnish coast. The land bound-
ary separating the country from Sweden and Norway follows the
course of such rivers as the Tornio, the Muonio and the Tana. These
form imperfect barriers, but as the boundary passes through almost
uninhabited sections, it furnishes no serious problems. The Russian
border, on the other hand, is largely arbitrary, following no natural
barriers and being drawn largely on the bases of ethnic differences and
political expediency.

CLIMATE

In spite of its northern location, the bordering bodies of water
and the southwest winds modify the climate of Finland, and make
the southern portion of the country suitable for human habitation. The
average temperature is some 10 degrees warmer than is normal for
these latitudes. Nevertheless, the summers are short, and the long, cold
winters increase in severity toward the north and east. Rainfall seldom
exceeds 25 inches in the south, and decreases to some 10 inches in the
extreme north. Along the coast the maximum rainfall comes in the
autumn, but in the other sections of the country the heaviest fall is in
the summer. Snow covers much of the country from November to
April, the heaviest fall coming in March, just in time for the sudden
spring thaws to make the moisture available for agriculture.

The severe climate restricts agriculture to the south and southwest,
but favors the growth of coniferous forests throughout most of the
country. In the extreme north, a section of treeless tundra stretches to
the Arctic.

The cold winters cause all inland waterways to be blocked by ice
for at least 150 days each year. On the Gulf of Finland ice interferes
with navigation from December to April, and along the coast of the
Gulf of Bothnia the ice lasts for about a month longer. Turku (Abo)